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A UPI article carried in the January 
13th Hawaii Tribune-Herald (Hilo, Hawaii) 
reports that (AH5, KH5, NH5, WH5 Prefixes) 


Palymra Atoll is officially up for sale! Before 
1978, Palmyra had a KP6 amateur prefix. 


Palymra is a small (600 acre) collection 
of small isles covered with coconut palms in 
_the South Pacific some 960 Miles south of 
Hawaii ...just north of the equator. Palmyra 
used to be part of Hawaii, but is now under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of the 
Interior. 


The Fullard-Leo family of Honolulu 


(which has owned Palmyra for more than 60 
years) is putting it on the market through a 
Honolulu real estate company (Savio Reality). 
The price was not disclosed although Jack 
Wheeler, KH6CC of Honolulu (and ex-K P6AL/- 
Palmyra) told us it is in the $10 million class. 


Jack said he has operated from Palmyra 
on six different occasions. "The weather on 
Palmyra is terrible," he said. "It rains all of 
the time. The clothing will rot right off your 
back! It is not a desirable location for a per- 
manent installation. That is why the Navy 
gave it up so readily after the war." 


Jack also told us that W@RLX, Burton 
Myers, an M.D. from Boulder, Colorado, is 
planning a DX-pedition to Palmyra in Septem- 
ber. The owners of the island will not let any 
operate from Palmyra unless Jack 
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have eaused them_ considerable trouble 
(including incidents of drug running, law suits 
...even a case of murder.) The plans are, Jack 
said, to fly to Christmas Island and lease a 
boat for ten days (at $1,000 a day) to take 
them to Palmyra. It will take them about 48 
hours to get to Palmyra. 


I spoke to Dr. Myers this past weekend 
and he said he wants to do it. "We tentatively 
have a group of operators. We are hopeful. 
The other co-organizer is Stu, WA2MOE." 
(Stuart P. Greene/Peekskill, NY) Burt Myers, 
a veteran DX-peditioner, also said he is work- 
ing on going to Baker Island - probably this 
Spring. 


He also confirmed that unless permission 
is granted by the Palmyra owners, the DX- 
pedition can not result in credit for DXCC 
since the operation would be considered clan- 
destine. 


Only coconut palms and birds inhabit 
the atoll. The U.S. government spent millions 
of dollars on improvements for Palmyra during 
World War II ...ineluding fuel tanks, water 
eatchment systems, runways, docks and a 
small boat harbor. A 150 bed hospital remains 
...although most of the buildings are in bad 
disrepair. 


The owners got a very substantial set- 
tlement from the U.S. Navy for "damage to 
the ecology" after the war. In 1979, the own- 
ers tried to set up a coconut plantation and 
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paid workers from the Gilbert Islands to cut 
coconuts, but the venture did not prove prof- 
itabe. Wheeler said that the most viable use 
of Palmyra would be as a refueling spot for 
commercial fishing vessels ..."the area 
surrounding Palmyra contains the _ richest 
fishing grounds in the world." 


At present there is only one call sign 
assigned to Palmyra, AH5A. Burt Myers said 
that that call was recently issued to a "K8" 


see. "In the past the FCC has not issued call 
signs to locations that do not have post 
offices. That call sign is a departure from 
this policy. That licensee is not associated 
with our group. The fellow that got that call 
just hopes to go (to Palmyra) 'someday'." 
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CONSENT AGREEMENT APPROVED BY HAM 


In an effort to clear his name, Robert 
J. King, WB8WKA, of Redford, Michigan, has 
eirculated documents to various amateur radio 
publishers concerning charges alleging he 
maliciously interfered with the 146.04/146.64 
MHz WB8CTY/R DART (Detroit Area Repeat- 
er Team) repeater on March 31, 1985. (See 
Vol. 8, Issue #3) 


On August 28, 1986, a Consent Order 
became effective, approving an agreement 
between King and the FCC. The consent 
agreement terminated license revocation and 
suspension proceedings against King's amateur 
license as well as vacating earlier findings 
and conclusions against King's commercial 
Radiotelephone license. 


King was” arrested and _ criminally 
indicted in connection with the 1985 incident. 
The FCC suspended King's commercial license 
for 14 days under its authority to suspend 
licenses for abuses involving any radio ser- 
vice. The suspension period was limited to 14 
days because the commercial license was 
required for his job. King is a broadcaster. 


While denying that he interfered with 
the operation of the Detroit Area Radio 
Team's repeater, King agreed to the 14 day 
Suspension. The Commission then _ initiated 
proceedings to revoke King's amateur radio 
license on the basis of his agreeing to the 14 
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day suspension. King strongly objected and 
filed a Petition for Reconsideration. 


Administrative Law Judge Chachkin 
ruled that the FCC could not revoke King's 
amateur license on the basis of his agreement 
to the 14 day suspension of his Commercial 
ticket. Judge Chachkin ruled that "The 
Bureau carefully concealled from Mr. King 
and his counsel its intentions to use Mr. 
King's consent to the suspension of his com- 
mercial radio license as a basis for seeking 
revocation of his amateur radio licenses." 


In view of this ruling, the FCC entered 
into the Consent Agreement as a means to 
eonclude the revocation proceedings against 
King. The signing of the agreement does not 
constitute an admission by either King or the 
FCC of any violation of law, rules or policy. 
Under the terms of the agreement, King 
agreed to make a voluntary $500 tax deduct- 
ible contribution to the U.S. Treasury in 
recognition of the costs of FCC enforcement 
efforts. 


King also agreed to operate his amateur 
radio equipment in compliance with the Com- 
mission's rules and the standards of good ama- 
teur practice. The Commission required King 
to waive any rights to seek awards of costs 
or fees related to the proceedings from the 
United States, the Commission, the Private 
radio Bureau or its Chief and/or the Field 
Operations Bureau and its Chief. 


The Private Radio Bureau agreed that 
the document served to resolve all issues aris- 


-ing from allegations of violation of the ama- 


teur rules by King on/or about March 31, 
1985, and that no further action would be 
taken against King or the licenses he holds as 
a result of those allegations. 


Both the Detroit Area Repeater Team 
(D.A.R.T.) and Lawrence Macionski, WA2AJQ, 
filed objections to the Consent Order. In 
rejecting both Macionski's and D.A.R.T.'s 
petitions, the FCC added that both "DART 
and Macionski are seeking the use of the 
Commission's processes to aid their positions 
in private litigation between them and Robert- 
J. King." Judge Chachkin said that whether 
the dispute between King and Macionski has 
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merit should be resolved by the courts in the 
State of Michigan. 


King presently has a lawsuit pending 
against Macionski and Nick Nicholas, N8GIR, 
another DART member in a Michigan Circuit 
Court. King alleges that both Macionski and 
Nicholas had previously filed unfounded false 
and defamatory complaints and uttered untrue 
statements about him with the Commission 
and over the amateur airwaves. 


50¢ each manual. 


T5¢ 


94.00 $3.50 $3.00 plus postage 


Extra Class 
PLUS Postage $1.25 


® After nearly twenty-three years after 
they started the business, Jim and Christina 
Larsen have sold their Larsen Electronics, Inc 
of Vancouver, Washington. Larsen is one of 
the largest manufacturers of two-way radio 
antennas in the U.S. and Canada. Their adver- 
tisements for amateur antennas appear regu- 
larly in ham publications. Larsen was_ pur- 
chased by a group of Portland (Oregon) 
investors for an undisclosed amount. 


@ According to ASR, Amateur Satellite 
Report, AMSAT OSCAR-10 is working again! 
_The transponder is now back on at full power 
and available for amateur use. 
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NORTHERN KENTUCKY TOWER FUND.... 


John A. Thermes, WM4T, has circulated 
an update letter to those who contributed to 
his antenna tower battle with the City of 
Lakeside Park. The city filed a brief in Fede- 
ral Court seeking to declare PRB-1 unconsti- 
tutional. PRB-1 is the document’ which 
declares antennas and their support structures 
to lie substantially in the federal domain. 


$4.95 ea. plus $1.50 shipping.) 


The City now seems to have backed 
down from this contention. A new ordinance 
has been enacted providing for 50 foot "single 
rod structures" (not towers) and 8 foot hori- 
zontal elements. This still eliminates most 
amateur antennas although the city "might" 
eonsider a variance. 


right! (One of each is only $15.00 plus $2.50 postage) 


Thermes has decided not to try the var- 
iance route since it would preclude his goal 
of receiving a Federal Court order declaring 
the ordinance illegal. John feels he has a 
good chance of prevailing under the First 
Amendment and the issue of Federal Preemp- 
tion. He is asking the City for "a reasonable 
antenna (height), my (legal) fees and a signed 


charges are included.) (Instructor's Manual 


(Be certain shipping 
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admission of guilt from the City." The judge- 
ment could also be used by other amateurs 
Decause the precedent setting decision would 
de entered in Federal Court records. 


Thermes feels that the City knows they 
will lose in Court but, so far, has steadfastly 
refused to provide for attorney's fees in any 
final settlement. The tower defense fund 
balance stands at $461.00 but "I still owe my 
attornies several thousand dollars" which they 
have agreed to accept on a monthly payment. 
schedule, 


Noting that over $40,000 (it is now up 
to $60,000) has been raised for Canadian Jack 


Ravenscroft, VE3SR's, effort to fight an ama- 


teur radio nusianee suit, Therms said he 
"would like to see a similar grass-roots effort 
on this side of the border." (Northern Ken- 
tucky Tower Fund, P.O. Box 17721, Lakeside 
Park, KY 41017) 
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STATUS OF AMATEUR - FCC MATTERS.... 


We made two phone ealis to the FCC 
this past week to determine the status of: 


Novice Enhancement: 


This proceeding was originally scheduled 
to be acted on at the open FCC Commission- 
er's meeting of February 12th. The matter is 
now being considered via "circulation." On 
"circulation" each Commissioner reviews the 
final document as prepared by their staff (in 
this ease, the Private Radio Bureau) in their 
office rather than at a public meeting. 


Matters handled on "circulation" are 
usually those that are not controversial. It is 
not known when all of the Commissioners will 
eomplete reviewing the final Novice Enhance- 
ment Report & Order, but it is expected to 
de released "soon." Best guess - within 2 to 3 
weeks. 


The circulation route was_ probably 
selected since the FCC's Chairman, Mark 
Fowler, has tendered his resignation and more 
oressing proceedings must be handled by the 
Commission before he departs. 


Credit for Written Examinations 


Ray Kowalski, Chief of the FCC's Spe- 
cial Service Division tells me that the Office 
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of Management and Budget has now approved 
the format of the new FCC Form 610 and 
eredit for written amateur radio examinations 
ean be given effective February 13th. He said 
the Commission was in the process of issuing 
a Public Notice on this. 


The current FCC Form 610 (July 1985 
version) ean be used after February 13th, but 
the cross-hatched squares in the Volunteer 
Examiner's Report section will have to be 
blackened in. 
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CALL FOR PACKET RADIO PAPERS.... 


The Sixth ARRL Amateur Radio com- 
puter Networking Conference will be hosted 
by the TRW Amateur Radio Club, Redondo 
Beach, California, on Saturday, August 29, 
1987. The Conference will feature technical 
papers presented by internationally known 
packet-radio pioneers. 


Papers are invited on Amateur Radio 
digital communication, in particular packet 
radio in the following subject areas: transmis- 
sion technologies, networking, network expan- 
sion and development, applications, opera- 
tions, message handling, international matters, 
spectrum management and integration of data, 
voice and images. 


Prospective authors are requested to 
contact Mrs. Maty Weinberg, ARRL HQ, 225 
Main Street, Newington, CT 06111, Tel.: (203) 
666-1541 for an author's kit. Camera ready 
originals are due at the League no later than 
July 27, 1987. 
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TER COORDINATION UPDATE 


ALIF. REPEA 


In our last newsletter we mentioned 
that the ARRL was reportedly being sued for 
$1 million by the 220-Frequency Coordination 
Commission, an amateur VHF repeater coordi- 
nating group, since the League does not 


recognize them as the proper coordinator in 


Southern California. 


Karl Pagel/N6BVU and the 220-SMA 
(Spectrum Management Association) is gener- 
ally recognized as the legitimate coordinator. 
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Lewis DePayne/KA6RBH heads up the 220- 
FCC. He phoned us last week and advised 
that neither he nor his group has initiated any 
legal action against the League. 


DePayne said that the certified letter 
we received threatening legal action was 
indeed sent by him ...but not the copy of a 
ietter supposedly sent to Dave Sumner/K1ZZ, 
Executive Vice President of the ARRL. He 
3aid he never wrote the letter and never 
authorized anyone else to send it. 


Meanwhile, Karl Pagel has_ been 
appointed Chairman of the sixteen member 
VRAC - VHF Repeater Advisory Committee 
by the League's leadership. He was previously 
the ARRL Southwestern Division VRAC repre- 
esentative. The VRAC is one of six ARRL 
advisory committees. Members are appointed 
from each of the ARRL Divisions with one 
being named Chairman. 


The purpose of the VRAC is to offer 
suggestions to the League's Directors on VHF 
repeater matters. The new Chairman of the 
VUAC - VFH/UHF Advisory Committee is Paul 
Shuch/N6TX of San Jose, CA. 


Lewis DePayne said that he was sending 
us factual documentation that would support 
his contention that his group is the proper 
repeater coordinator for Southern California. 


CLE OCR 6 


RADIO JAMMER FINED $1,000! 


Lawrence Kaczmarczyk, Ex-W3UQW, of 
Manhonoy City, Pennsylvania, has been fined 


$1,000.00 for operation of an Amateur radio 
transmitter on December 5th, 1986. 


Kaemzrezyk was monitored and visually 
observed by the FCC's Langhorne, Pennsyl- 
vania, facility transmitting harassing and jam- 
ming type signals which interfered with the 
ongoing communications of licensed radio 
amateurs, 


Mr. Kacmarezyk had previously volun- 
tarily surrendered his Amateur radio license 
for cancellation in October of 1985. This 
action terminated a revocation proceeding by 
the FCC relative to Kaezmarcyk's malicious 
jamming of Amateur radio transmissions. 
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NOVEMBER 1986 VE PROGRAM STATISTICS... 


November 1984 1985 1986 
No. of VEC's: 50 Ta 74 
Sessions Held: 89 286 268 
Test Sessions Per VEC: |e hrs Py ba 
No. Persons Per Session: 16:38. -°1054 9.5 
ARRL-VEC Sessions 54.2% 49.3% 
W5YI-VEC 12.2% 21.6% 
DeVry-VEC 6.6% 7.5% 
CVEC GAS rT. 5% 
BEARS Bir 155% 
All Others: 14.8% 12.6% 
Year-to-Date Sessions: 283 2930 2416 
Elements Administered: 2240 4338 3715 
ARRL-VEC Elements 55.8% 50.1% 
W5YI-VEC 9.9% 15.8% 
DeVry-VEC 5.208) 7.8% 
CVEC 8.3% 7.4% 
BEARS 4.3% 4.3% 
All Others: 16.4% 14.6% © 
No. Elements Per Person: 1.50 1.50 1.46 
Applicants Tested: 1493 2986 2541 
Applicants Per Session: Pheer LUsdi geo 
ARRL-VEC Applicants 54.7% 48.4% 
W5YI-VEC 10.4% 16.8% 
DeVry-VEC Sele Ole 
CVEC 7.9% 6.9% 
BEARS 4.5% 4.8% 
All Others: 17.4% 14.9% 
Year-to-Date Applicants: 6732 37788 39036 
Pass (Upgrade) Rate: (All) 47.9% 60.9% 58.8% 


Pass Rate/W5YI-VEC 39.5% 65.9% 58.6% 
(Source: FCC Personal Radio Br., Wash., D.C.) 


The VE program continues to do well. 
Fewer test sessions were held (and fewer 
applicants tested) during November 1986 than 
1985, although year-to-date the number is 
higher. The ARRL's share of ham testing has 
dropped somewhat while DeVry and the WOYI 
programs have increased. Upgrade rate is 
around 59% of applicants tested. 


The amateur licensing situation is a 


different story. Over the past five years, pro- 
gressively fewer applications have been pro- 
eessed by the FCC. Ham radio continues to 
grow at a snail's pace, less than 1% a year. 
We are listing the year-end ham census by 
state and class. There are far more Extra 
Class amateurs than a year ago. Hopefully 
"Novice Enhancement" will help get ham radio 
growing again! 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS.... 


issued as of the first of January 1987: 


Radio 
District: 


(*) 
be 


COmorIODO — WDd ke S&S 


N.Mariana I. 
Guam 
Johnston Is, 
Midway Isl. 


Palmyra/Jarvis AH5A 


Hawaii 

Kure Isl. 
Amer.samoa 
Wake Wilkes 
Alaska 
Virgin Isl. 
Puerto Rico 


(NOTE: 


Gp. "WAN 
Extra 


NW@D 
NIIL 
NV2D 
NF3S 
AA4XZ 
WT5Q 
W Z6Z 
NY7P 
NU8W 
NQ9C 
AHGE 
AH2Y 
AH3A 


ie) 


AH8C 
Peale 


(2 *) 


KP2Q 
WP4V 


Gp. "B" Gp. ncn 


Adv. Tech/Gen. 


KE@KD 
KC1IBR 
KD2XM 
KD3AC 
KK4EL 
KFSTV 
KI6NX 
KE7TWM 
KE8JA 
KE9BN 
AHGAC 
AH2BM 
AH3AC 
AH4AA 


AH6HN 


AH8AC 
AH9YAC 
AL7IO 

KP2BA 
KP4LV 


NGHQH 
N1ENL 
N2GVP 
N3FGM 
N4PFV 
NOKAV 
N6OPU 
N7IVF 
N8HYG 
NOIBFQ 
KHG@AT 
KH2CG 
KH3AB 
KH4AD 


NH6HW 
KH7AA 
KH8AD 
KH9AD 
NL7JM 
NP2BY 
W P4BI 


(*) The 2-by-1 Extra Class 


have run out in the 4th - and now 


call district. 


eall signs from the AA-AK Prefix block. 


Gp. "mp" 
Novice 


KAGZBI 
KA1PIX 
KB2CCG 
KA3QLK 
KB4VZQ 
KBSBPU 
KB6POK 
KB7AFI 
KB8ATL 
KA9SWLH 
WH9AAG 
WH2AKL 
WH3AAC 
WH4AAF 


WH6BNB 


WH8AAW 
WH9AAF 
WL7BMM 
W P2AFI 
W P4GNI 


eall signs 
the 6th - 


The FCC is now issuing 2-by-2 


The 


next district to run out of 2-by-1 ealls will be 
the 5th call district where there are only 165 
WT5R-WZ5Z (2-by-1) call signs left. 


Puerto Rico has only 4 unassigned Extra 


Class call signs. 


By the time you read this, 


Extra Class amateurs in Puerto Rico will be 


signs. 


,receiving Group B (2-by-2) KP4-by 2 letter call 


(**) Extra Class amateurs in both Hawaii 
and Alaska have been issued Group B call signs 


for some time 


...to the point where there are 


only about 400 Group B eall signs left for 


Extra and Advanced Class operators. 


When 


these are gone, Extra/Advanced and General 
Class amateurs will be issued Group C, 2-by- 


oS. 


never been a 


DX-Note: 
following special 


U.S. 


prefixes 


The FCC has reserved the 
which have 


lied for by any DX-peditioner! 


AH1, KH1, NH1, WH1 Baker, Canton, Enderbury 
. & Howland Islands 
KP1, NP1, WP1l Navassa !sland 
KP3, NP3, WP3 Ranecador Key, Quita 
Sueno Bank, Serrana 
Bank, Serranilla Bank. 


DECEMBER AMATEUR LICENSING STATS.... 


December 1985 1986 
New First Time Amateurs 2,385 1,861 


Novice Class Upgrading 700 380 
Technician Class Upgrading 262 133 
General Class Upgrading 345 173 
Advanced Class Upgrading 192 85 
Total Amateurs Upgrading 1,899 771 
Amateurs Failing to Renew 1,804 970 
Change in Amateur Census +581 +861 


December 1985 1986 

Extra Class 9.2% 9.8% 38,495 41,082 
Advanced 23.6% 23.3% O7,959 arti 
General 28.2% 27.6% 117,107 115,715 
Technic. 20.1% 20.3% 83,679 85,312 
Novice 18.9% 19.0% 78,616 79,882 
Year End Ham Census: 415,856 419,762 


Club/Military/RACES 2,749 2,605 
Total Active Stations: 418,605 422,367 
Percentage Increase: 9% 9% 


[Source: FCC, Licensing Facility, Gettysburg] 


In December of: 
1983 1984 


1985 


1986 YEAR-END HAM CENSUS BY STATE 


State Adv. Tech. Total 
Extra Gen. Novice 


AL 603 1326 1579 1308 1057 5873 
AK a 2id 489 962 319 402 1983 
AZ 64 1972 2143 1788 1136 7803 
AR. 329 784 885 633 570 3197 
CA 5283 14068 14878 13793 70358 58380 
CO - TiO... 1685 1930 sis ihe 38s osau 
CT 731 1424 1846 926 1451 6378 
DE 123 221 253 2185 96-101 
DC 64 96 122 43 76 401 
FL 2260 6124 7212 4921 4947 25464 
GAS*'828) 1924 “2168 SA167 Gags 17877 
HI 209 470 930 337 435 1981 
{ID 183 440 613 335 394 1925 
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State Adv. Tech. 


Extra Gen. 
IL 1689 3823 4896 3661 
IN 848 2150 2608 2267 
IA AbQan ISOs 477 792 
KS 429 1031 £1486 689 
KY 403 953 + 1270 981 


AS 3 2 6 1 

Jl 

NMI 6 +) s) 1 

Other 2 3 2 1 

Totals: 97771 85312 
41082 115715 


79882 


Total 
Novice 
3273 Wioas 
1963 9836 
959 4987 
977 4612 
968 4575 
839 4766 
471 2448 
1330 7658 
1689 10938 - 
2612 14042 
1332. 7145 
434 2575 
1569 8073 
319 1591 
484 2843 
338 1994 
457 °° 20a 
2177 12819 
401 2799 
6238 25849 
1458 8650 
241 1033 
SC 1 te. 20a 
959 5180 
1574 7670 
3444 17279 


419762 


(Note: GU=Guam, PR=Puerto Rico, VI=Virgin 
Isl., AS=American Samoa, JlI=Johnston Isl., 


NMI=Northern Mariana Is.) 


(Source: FCC, Licensing Facility, Gettysburg] 


"SUPER FM STEREO" IS ON THE WAY.... 


A new FM radio broadcast noise sup- 
pressing technique developed by the CBS 
Technology Center in Stamford, Connecticut, 
improves sound quality and has the side bene- 
fit of tripling the station's area of coverage! 
It's called, FMX - for Extended Range FM. 


The FCC ehose Zenith's technology 
back when FM stereo was introduced rather 
than the superior audio quality of the Crobsy 
system since the latter method was not com- 
patible with the mono-only FM receivers then 
in use, 


Under the Zenith method, sounds quieter 
than the noise level are amplified so that 
they can be heard. High pitched sounds are 
heard through "pre-emphasis" - equivalent to 
turning up the treble control. The result is 
subtle distortion. The transmitted music is 
robbed of its intricate dynamics and high fre- 
quency overtones - sounds that are available 
in today's wide range, vivid recordings - (par- 
ticularly digitized CD's - compact discs). 


The big advantage of FMX is that it is 
fully compatible with the nation's 100-million 
- FM radios. "Noise" is drastically reduced, in 
radio receivers equipped to take advantage of 
the encoded FMX . 


Several FM broadcasters are experi- 
menting with FMX and as many as 100 sta- 
tions could begin FMX broadcasting this year 
(after installing a $5,000 FMX generator.) 


It will take a while, however, for con- 
sumers to receive FMX. Receiver manufactur- 
ers are awaiting the availability of an FMX 
decoder on a single microchip but Japanese 
makers are already tooling up. 


There is at least one disadvantage. 
FMX permits reception further from the 
transmitter and multipath interference (bounc- 
ing signals that partially cancel each other) is 
necessarily increased. 
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FCC CHAIRMAN MARK FOWLER RESIGNS 


WoYl Novice Question/Answer Guide — 


and more! Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back! FCC Rule Book, Code Oscillator, Telegraph key... 


After six year as Chairman of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, Mark S. 
Fowler is stepping down. Fowler tendered his 
resignation in a letter to President Reagan on 
January 16th. Two possible successors to 


SAME DAY SHIPPING! code tapes, telegraph Key, tone oscillator, Dattery... 


(A $40.00 Value!) 
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Fowler are being discussed, Commissioners 
Mimi W. Dawson and Dennis R. Patrick ...with 
Patrick being the most mentioned. 


Mimi Dawson has the support of her 
former boss, Bob Packwood, (Senator, Oregon) 
who has already talked to the White House 
about appointing her. Patrick, considered the 
leading candidate, is a former White House 
aide. He has the backing of, Robert Tuttle, 
White House Director of Presidential Person- 
nel as well as the Secretary of the Interior, 
William Clark, a former California Supreme 
court Justice with whom Patrick served as a 
law clerk. 


No matter who becomes the Chairman, 
the direction of the FCC probably won't 
change much. Both Dawson and Patrick are 
ardent supporters of government deregulation 
of telecommunications. Their personalities are 
somewhat different, however. Dawson (who we 
met at last year's NAB convention here in 
Dallas) is more spirited and energetic, while 
Patrick is described as lower key. 


Fowler's departure will open one slot in 
the five member Commission. We hear that 
James C. Hughes, a lawyer and communica- 
tions consultant is the leading candidate. 
Hughes was also co-chairman for the re-elec- 
tion bid of two Virginia Republican Senators, 
Paul Trible and John Warner. 


a> + ape 


California, retailer to stop selling high pow- 
ered cordless telphones. The store and the 
manufacturer have each been fined $2,000. 
The Super Call MP-7700 telephones were sold 
by an outlet near the U.S. Mexican border and 
advertised in Tijuana. 


The 30 watt unit, manufactured by Sam- 
hill Enterprises of New York, lacks FCC cer- 
tification and has a range of about 35 miles. 
Most cordless telephones have a range not 
exceeding 1,000 feet and a power level of 1 
watt. The telephones were used by individuals 
with aecess to the U.S. telephone system to 
earry on business and personal communica- 
tions on both sides of the border. The base 
station would remain in the United States 


while the handset was carried into Mexico. 
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LAWSUITS FILED AGAINST CHIPMAKERS 


General Instrument Corp. has filed two 
lawsuits against two Phoenix firms that alleg- 
edly manufacture and sell illegal computer 
chips that enable all satellite delivered pro- 
gramming to be received by backyard dish 
owners. General Instrument filed the suits 
against Picture Perfect Engineering and Mil- 
ler Enterprises charging that the chips they 
provided defeat their VideoCipher II technol- 
ogy. 

The chips are commonly known as 
"Muskateer" (one for all and all for one) 
chips. The installation of the PROM chip in 
place of the one in the original descrambler 
allows all programming to be received while 
paying for just one service. General Instru- 
ments estimated that over 1,500 illegal Video- 
Cipher II desecramblers are now in use. 


The suits were filed during early Janu- 
ary. The firms were going to sell the bogus 
chips at the (Las Vegas) Consumer Electronics 
Show, but General Instruments obtained a 
Writ of Seizure and Federal Marshals confis- 
cated the chip boards ready for the CES 
show. Also seized were names of business 
associates and customers. 


The defendants were charged with vio- 
lating GI's copyrights on the Videocipher II 
technology as well as (§Section 705) anti- 
piracy provisions of the Cable Communica- 
tions Policy Act of 1984 that prohibit the 
manufacture, distribution, import or use of 
products designed to receive scrambled signals 
without authorization. 


The components for the chips were 
apparently manufactured in Canada and GI is 
working with the Royal Mounted Police in 
Canada. The U.S. Customs Department will 
confiscate future shipments of the illegal 
chips. General Instrument plans more counter- 
-attack activity to protect their VideoCipher 
fl copyrights. The firm also said that new 
descramblers are redesigned so that they will 
no longer be vulnerable to attack and that 
new software would render existing pirate 


"Muskateer" descramblers inoperative. 


General Instrument has developed an 
integrated satellite receiver which has a Vid- 
eoCipher II descrambler already installed. The 
initial run of 4,000 Videocipher II 2500R 


Satellite receivers have already been shipped 
to dealers. The San Diego based firm said that 
eventually most satellite receivers will be 
sold with the descrambling mechanism already 
built in. The receiver can receive 24 C-band 
and 32 Ku-band channels and digital stereo 
audio. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF ARRL BOARD MEETING.... 


oapeape 


The ARRL's Board of Directors held its 
1987 annual meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, 
on January 16 and 17. During the meeting, 
plans were made public for spending over a 
quarter of a million dollars in 1987 as the 
League's portion of a program aimed at 
recruiting for Amateur Radio. 


® A new. education task force was 
created. It will be staffed by volunteers in 
the educational field. Among its duties will be 
that of updating curricula used in the teach- 


.ing of Amateur Radio classes. 


® Executive Vice President Dave Sumner, 


K1ZZ, has also be asked to explore ways in . 


which the general public can be shown Ama- 
teur Radio. This might include but not be lim- 
ited to a mobile van display. This exploration 
will take place with members of the Amateur 
Radio industry 


E The Board also took another’ step 
towards the badly needed refurbishing of the 
Maxim Memorial station, W1AW and the vis- 
itor's center at headquarters. 


@ The officers and staff have been direct- 
ed to develop and implement a plan for the 
raising of funds for the improvement to the 
Newington property plus stressing that no 
monies were to come from membership fees. 
No funds are to be expended for architectural 
or engineering development until 10% of the 
fund raising goal has been achieved. 


® A committee to look into the idea of a 
future museum was also established. The pro- 
gress of the entire plan will be reviewed by 
the full ARRL Board of Directors before the 
bidding process starts and the League's Gene- 
ral Membership will be kept informed of the 
progress in regular reports printed in QST. 


e The Board has reopened the _ bidding 
process for the site of the Diamond Jubilee 


convention slated for 1989. Las Vegas had 
originally been selected but problems arose. If 
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Test Manual: 
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HOLDING AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR CLASSES? 
and need low-priced student manuals? We have them! 
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your city would like to be the site of the Dia- 
mond Jubilee convention contact your ARRL 
director now. 


a The 1988 ARRL National Convention in 
Portland Oregon has been rescheduled for 
September 9th through the 11th. 


& The Board accepted the report of its 
blue ribbon committee on emergency message 
traffic and has adopted that committees rec- 
ommendation for the creation of a permanent 
Amateur Radio Public Service Steering Com- 
mittee. 


r) The ad hoe Committee on Digital Com- 
munications was asked to develop a proposal 
for the facilitating of formal NTS message 
handling via packet radio. 


& The Fifth Annual ARRL Computer Net- 
working Conference has been authorized for 
‘August 29th, 1987, in the Los Angeles area. 


@ The present Public Relations Advisory 
Committee will be replaced at the end of 
1987 with a new streamlined task oriented 
public relations committee that will be staf- 
fed by knowledgeable volunteers from the 
field. In the meantime, the PRAC has been 
handed the task of studying the development 
of a television series designed to interest the 
viewer in becoming a ham. 


FCC Rule Book, Code Oscillator, Telegraph key... 


W5YI Novice Question/Answer Guide 


® Serving on the League's Executive Com- 
mittee this year in addition to President 
Larry Price, W4RA, First Vice President Jay 
Holiday, W6EJJ, and Executive Vice President 
Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, will be the following 
directors: Frank Butler, W4RH of the South- 
eastern Division, Paul Grauer, W@FIR of the 
Midwest Division, Clyde Hurlbert, W5CH, of 
the Delta Division and George Wilson, W40YI 
of the Great Lakes Division. 


® The Board has created a new and very 
important ad hoe committee to draft what it 
calls “ethical guidelines for Amateur Radio 
media contact." The work of this group should 
result in a better understanding between ama- 


code tapes, telegraph key, tone oscillator, battery... 
and more! Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back! 


group can and ean't do in situations when 
they must work with one another. 


Shipping 
(A $40.00 Value!) 


(Summary of the ARRL Board Meeting 
provided by Stephen A. Mendelsohn, WA2DHF, 


Hudson Division Director.) 
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2 New accountin uidelines recently 
imposed by the FCC on local and long dis- 
tance telephone companies will ensure that 
eustomers are not helping to finance new 
optional services such as automatic wake-up 
ealls, automated message services and other 
new ventures. Telcos will have to hire 
internal auditors with FCC conducting backup 
audits. 


a The Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
announees that they are accepting applica- 
tions for the 1987 DARA Scholarship Program. 
DARA awards $1,000 each year to deserving 
young amateurs. Any FCC licensed amateur 
graduating from high school is_ eligible. 
Awards are based on a combination of finan- 
eial need and academic accomplishment with 
consideration given for service to Amateur 
Radio and community involvement. Info and 
application forms (which must be postmarked 
by May 15th) available from: DARA Scholar- 
ship Committee, 317 Ernst Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45405. 


e Atari and Commodore have introduced 
new low cost IBM PC compatibles. Atari's 
miero is $499 with a floppy. Commodore's 
8088 chip PC10-1 ($999) has 512K RAM while 
their PC10-2 ($1199) has dual floppies and 
640K RAM. Atari also announced a $1500 
laser printer. The printer is part of a com- 
plete 68000-based Mega-ST desktop publishing 
system that sells for less than $3,000! 


& Meanwhile, IBM, feeling the clone 
pinch, has reduced prices on its 80286-based 


XT-PC system (640K RAM with 20 MB hard 
disk drive) by $600 to $3,395. Rumors also 
have it that IBM is about to introduce a 
small, low-end 8086 PC priced around $1,200. 


® IBM has developed a braille computer 
reader. An outboard "mouse" with plastic pins 
on the top translates characters on the screen 
as the cursor passes over them into braille - 
characters. 


@ A travel service for ham operators has 
been formed by well-known Dave Bell, W6AQ, 
ealled DX Travel. A program will rebate 2% 
of travel expenses to ham elubs that book 
trips for their members. (DX Travel, 11811 W. 
Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90064 Tel: 
213-478-0525) 


S A research” report’. by 


Forrester 


Research, Ine.; says that IBM-PC-compatible 
systems with 256K, two floppy drives and a 
monochrome monitor will drop to as low as 
$500 during 1987! A typical PX-XT compat- 
ible with 256K, single floppy, 10 MB hard 
drive and a B/W monitor will sell as low as 
$1,200. The study also predicts that the 1988 
standard PC will include a 32" 720K floppy 
drive, a 20 MB hard disk, 2 MB of RAM and 
either a 80286 or 80386 microprocessor. 


e The Reagan administration has proposed 
an FCC budget of $107.2 million for Fiscal-88 
(up from $95 million this year) - a funding 
hike of about 5%. The NTIA (National Tele- 
communications and Information Administra- 
tion which determines communications policy 
for the executive branch) has its budget 
boosted from $13 to $14.7 million. Budget 
increases were also included to modernize 
and expand Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty 
and the Voice of America broadcasting facili- 
ties. The Radio Broadcasting to Cuba Service 
(Radio Marti) got a slight decrease from the 
$13 million it was appropriated last year. 


Amateur Electronic Supply, Ine., (1072 
_N. Rancho Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89106 Tel: 702- 


647-3114) has a job opening for a good elec- 


tronic repair technician. Contact: "Squeak" 
Porray, AD7K, Manager. 


@ Look for MCI and U.S. Sprint to intro- 
duce "800" service shortly. Up to now, only 
AT&T offered inbound WATS service. MCI 
will offer 800-service in April - followed by 
U.S. Sprint. MCI will cost less than AT&T, 
and U.S. Sprint's 800 service will be priced 
under MCI! Not to be outdone, AT&T is 
readying their "Readyline" which enables 
small business to connect 800 service to their 
existing phone line! Eliminated will be high 
installation charges. 


& And while on the subject of "800 ser- 
| vice"... The recent issue of The Gearvakf Bul- 
letin - a newsletter written by Joe Ventolo/- 
K8DMZ spoofing amateur radio - reports that 
"Aecording to FCC source, Mr. Ralph D. 


Frenzy, ...the FCC is planning to sell to com- 
mercial interests many of the frequencies 
allocated to the Amateur Radio Service..." 
This, of course, is not true and all in fun, but 
selling frequencies is an interesting idea! A 
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his wife sell stars via an incoming 800 line. 
They have parchment certificates that name 
stars in the heavens after individuals for $35 
each! Their monthly phone bill runs around 
$35,000 during the holiday season. Over the 
past 7 years they have sold some $6 million 
worth of stars! 


(Copy of the Winter issue of the Gearvakf 
Bulletin is available for $1.00 from K8DMZ, 
356 Coronado Trail, Enon, Ohio 45323) 


obs ape 


CHURCH ATTEMPTS TO SEIZE HAM CLUB! 


Aecording to the Contra Costa Times 
(Walnut Creek, California), a group of ama- 
teur radio operators have filed a lawsuit 
against a Pleasant Hill church charging that 
the church is trying to take over their ham 
club and make it a part of the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church. 


The suit, filed the day after Christmas, 
by the Pleasant Hill Amateur Radio Club 
charges that church director-elect (and club 
president) Frank B. Graves, N6JNZ, of nearby 
Martinez, attempted to use his position to 
make the club a part of the church. The 
elub's attorney is David R. Olick, N6KTL, of 
Martinez, California. The Northern California 
Conference of Seventh Day Adventist Churchs 
is named as the defendant. 


Graves had announced to the club mem- 
bership that effective immediately the club 
would be owned by the church and that its 
new officers would be appointed by the 
ehureh board. He appointed himself as the 
church's designate to run the club. The suit 
also alleges that if any club members objected 
to the new arrangement, that arrangements 
had been made for the chureh to seize the 
club's equipment and form a new church sanc- 
tioned club. 


The club is asking the court to conduct 
a new election of officers and to appoint a 
receiver to take over management and control 
of the club and its property. It also asks for a 
temporary restraining order to prevent the 
church from evicting the club from its prem- 
ises or attempting to disband its membership. 
The chureh provides the Pleasant Hill Ama- 
teur Radio Club's meeting room and pays for 
its power, telephone and liability insurance. 


Gearvakf has suggested that 
we "rename" the numbered frequencies before. . 


